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Various traces of the history are present all over Buzen Kaido, which 
played an important role as a traffic route and is also known as Kokuraji.

　　　　　　　　　　　　　 　This route, stretching from Fudanotsuji in 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 Shin-machi, Kumamoto City to Kokura, is 
also known as “Kokuraji.” It was an important traffic route in the Edo period 
and used for sankinkoutai, the yearly trip to Edo which was an obligation of 
the all local lords.

A s teep s lope going down f rom 
Naganbaru Plateau to Teranomoto is 
called Harakiri-zaka and known to 
have been the hi l l iest  and most 
grueling part of Buzenkaido, which 
used to be the route for the local 
lords’ yearly trip to Edo. Harakiri-zaka 
became a Government-designated 
historical site in March 2005.

T h i s  c a s t l e  w a s  o w n e d  b y  W a n i  
Chikazane, who was counted as one of 
the best 52 samurais in the Higo Area. It is 
one of the biggest castles in the prefecture 
among the ones constructed during the 
transition period from medieval times to 
pre-modern times. The view from the top 
is spectacular and people in the town visit 
here to have a relaxing time. There are 
stone statues of the Wani brothers on the 
History and Culture Square.

Hebaru / Wanishiyori Turf Map 
（Yamaguchi Prefectural Archives）

고쿠라지’라고도 불리는 부젠가이도는 중요한 교통로로서 여러가지 
역사를 반영하고 있습니다.

被称为“小仓路”的丰前街道，作为重要的交通要道反映着各式各样的历史。
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Harakiri-zaka

This temple was located in a key traffic point on Buzenkaido and used by the lord of 
Hosokawa-clan on the way of yearly trip to Edo. The eaves tile of the gate has 
“kuyo no mon” , or nine stars crest, which has a deep historic resonance.

Kogyoji Temple

A cemetery for  the government  
soldiers killed in the month-long battle 
of Seinan War in 1877. 133 soldiers 
and 16 war-related workers lie at rest 
in  the cemetery .  The bereaved 
families and the relatives are still 
visiting here today. 

This is a tunnel-shaped ancient remain built on a slope connected to 
Etafunayama Kofun (old tomb). This 445.1 meter-long remain consists of a 
closed conduit and cracks. It still remains unknown when it was built, by whom 
and for what purpose.
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