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Various traces of the history are present all over Buzen Kaido, which
played an important role as a traffic route and is also known as Kokuraji.
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B k 'd This route, stretching from Fudanotsuiji in
uzen‘ al O Shin-machi, Kumamoto City to Kokura, is
also known as “Kokuraji.” It was an important traffic route in the Edo period
and used for sankinkoutai, the yearly trip to Edo which was an obligation of

the all local lords.
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Kogyop Temple

This temple was located in a key traffic point on Buzenkaido and used by the lord of
Hosokawa-clan on the way of yearly trip to Edo. The eaves tile of the gate has
“kuyo no mon” , or nine stars crest, which has a deep historic resonance.
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Government-designated historical site

Harakiri-zaka

A steep slope going down from
Naganbaru Plateau to Teranomoto is
called Harakiri-zaka and known to
have been the hilliest and most
grueling part of Buzenkaido, which
used to be the route for the local
lords’ yearly trip to Edo. Harakiri-zaka
became a Government-designated
historical site in March 2005.
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Prefecture-designated historical site

Shimoiwa Kangun Bochi
(Government Army Cemetery)

A cemetery for the government
soldiers killed in the month-long battle
of Seinan War in 1877. 133 soldiers
and 16 war-related workers lie at rest
in the cemetery. The bereaved
families and the relatives are still
visiting here today.
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Tanaka Castle Ruins

This castle was owned by Wani
Chikazane, who was counted as one of
the best 52 samurais in the Higo Area. It is
one of the biggest castles in the prefecture
among the ones constructed during the
transition period from medieval times to
pre-modern times. The view from the top
is spectacular and people in the town visit
here to have a relaxing time. There are
stone statues of the Wani brothers on the
History and Culture Square.

FALETERTT

Hebaru / Wanishiyori Turf Map
(Yamaguchi Prefectural Archives)
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Tonkararin Ruin

This is a tunnel-shaped ancient remain built on a slope connected to
Etafunayama Kofun (old tomb). This 445.1 meter-long remain consists of a
closed conduit and cracks. It still remains unknown when it was built, by whom
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